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METHAMPHETAMINE ACTION PLAN TASKFORCE 
248. Mr S.A. MILLMAN to the Minister for Police: 
I refer to the report by the Australian Criminal Intelligence Commission on the levels of methylamphetamine in 
wastewater. 
(1) What is the McGowan Labor government’s response to the abuse of crystal meth in our community? 
(2) What success has the government had in its new approach? 
(3) How does this compare with the approach taken by the previous Liberal–National government and its 

former police minister? 
Mrs M.H. ROBERTS replied: 
I thank the member for Mount Lawley for his question. 
(1)–(3) I might answer the last part of his question first. How does this compare with the former government’s 

efforts? There is no comparison at all. The former government sat on its hands for the best part of eight 
and a half years. The problem of methamphetamine in the community was apparent back in 2007. That 
is why the last Labor government held a summit in that year to get a community response and an educated 
response on how to go forward and deal with the issue of methamphetamine in our community. When 
the Liberal–National government came to power in 2008, it sat on its hands and did nothing. It was a total 
period of denial and we saw the problem escalate out of control. The former government got as far as 
about July 2016 when the former minister Andrea Mitchell stood up in the Parliament and at last the 
former government had an idea about it. She said that legislation to forcibly refer addicts to rehab would 
not be rushed. She was true to her word; the former government did not rush that legislation and of course 
nothing happened. In February 2017, former Premier Barnett said that meth use was high because incomes 
were high. That is the kind of trite line that the former government had. 
Look at the comparison with our Methamphetamine Action Plan. Some of those elements were outlined 
by the Premier today, but I will outline the policing part of it. The police budget received an extra 
$83.5 million to deal with the meth problem in this state. That is a massive injection. It is something that 
the former government never did. It means we have 100 additional police officers — 

Mr Z.R.F. Kirkup interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Thank you, member for Dawesville. You are always entertaining, but I call you to order for the 
first time. 
Mrs M.H. ROBERTS: It means we have 100 additional police officers targeted to our Methamphetamine Action 
Plan Taskforce. Also, 20 public servants have been deployed to work on that. We also put in place a meth truck, 
and we are the first and I think still the only jurisdiction to do it. That was an investment of some $500 000. We 
have scanning equipment similar to what people are used to seeing in the airport and we can deploy that on major 
drug transit routes in the community. We can also deploy it at parcel centres and the like and it can be used for 
going through parcels on trucks or at depots or the like. They are some of the things that we are doing. We have 
also had some of the highest seizures of methamphetamine ever on record in Australia as a result. In Geraldton 
over one tonne of methamphetamine was seized. The total seizures for the last six months or so have been in excess 
of 1.3 tonnes of ice. That is just since last July—1.345 tonnes. Over $1 billion worth of drugs have been 
confiscated. In opposition, the Liberal and National Parties still cannot get a handle on this. They may have looked 
at a headline or something, but they have not read the ACIC report. I will quote from that report for the opposition 
today. If they turn to page 15 of the report of 4 March 2018 and look towards the bottom of the page and the last 
paragraph, they will get their answers to the question of when we will see a decline of methamphetamine use in 
Western Australia. The last paragraph states — 

The recent declines in methylamphetamine use in Queensland and Western Australia — 
Point of Order 

Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: The minister appears to be reading from an official document. I ask her to table her iPad 
and the document. 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Excuse me; your member raised a point of order and you are giving the answer. I am glad you 
are all qualified, but I will make the decision. Minister, what have you got there? 
Mrs M.H. ROBERTS: Further to the point of order, I am quoting from a publicly available document entitled 
“Australian Criminal Intelligence Commission: National Wastewater Drug Monitoring Program—Report 4, 
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March 2018”. That is a publicly available document that the opposition should have read. It is on the website and 
it is easily googled if the member wants to refer to the document. 
Mr Z.R.F. Kirkup: If it is official, you have to table it. 
The SPEAKER: Excuse me! 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Members! If it is a publicly available document, it is not a point of order. 

Questions without Notice Resumed 
Mrs M.H. ROBERTS: Thank you, Mr Speaker. Of course it is a federal agency document that is publicly 
available and, indeed, was released a week or so ago. The opposition clearly does not want to hear that it has not 
done its homework or the member for Churchlands would not have asked such an ignorant question.  
Mr S.K. L’Estrange interjected.  
The SPEAKER: Members!  
Mrs M.H. ROBERTS: It says at the bottom of page 15 that the recent declines in methylamphetamine use in 
Queensland and Western Australia and, to a lesser extent, South Australia, were clear reversals in longer term 
trends.  
Mr S.K. L’Estrange interjected.  
The SPEAKER: Member for Churchlands, this is not a chat show.  
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